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55b* HANIZAKIN

that if [the land] remained with the sikrikon for twelve months,
acquire it from the sikrikon, acquires it permanently.’*

still give one-quarter to the original owner.

Gemara The literal meaning of the first part of the
Mishnah is: There was not a sikrikon in Judah

when [people were being] slain [as a result] of the war. But from
[the period in which people were] slain [as a result] of the war and
on, there is a sikrikon in [Judah]. The Gemara points out that this
is the opposite of what one would expect:
during the period in which people were being slain as a result of
the war, there was not a sikrikon in [Judah], 1on
PP o M2 v 7% manbn — how can the Mishnah say that
after the period in which people were slain as a result of
the war, there is a sikrikon in [Judah]? Ceding of land to a
stkrikon was surely more frequent during the war than after the
warl — ? —

The Gemara explains the Mishnah:
T7m 27 X — Rav Yehudah said: When the Mishnah says,
“there was not a sikrikon in Judah [during the war],” m3 17 XY
KRR 1110 11 — it means that the law of a sikrikon (i.e. the
laws outlined in the continuation of the Mishnah) was not
applied in [Judah] during the war.!

Rav Yehudah continues by explaining why the law of the
stkrikon did not apply in Judah during the war:
"X 127 KT — For R’ Assi said: 113 ninm wbw — They
[Titus and his officers, who led the war on Judah] issued three
edicts. The first two edicts were issued during the war and the
last one after the war. xnmap xnq11 — The first edict was:
mmboph S1wp X571 53 — Whoever does not kill a Jew whenever
he has the opportunity to do so shall be executed. xnywwn —
The second” edict was: "1 y21x nnH Hvp7 5 — Whoever
kills a Jew must pay a penalty of four zuz.®” xnmana — The
last edict was:  1m5vp% S 53 — Whoever kills a Jew shall
be executed. Nnywm xnp 7397 — Therefore, when the
first and second edicts were in effect (i.e. during the war), 1172
"Yup1 — since [idolaters] could kill Jews without fear of
meaningful retribution, pwY TR MONN 2% — a Jewish land-
owner whose life was threatened by a sikrikon would,
as a result of his duress, sincerely transfer ownership of

CHAPTER FIVE

GITTIN

a1 ne o7ipa b3 — whoever is first to
y7 m5yab 1ni1 5ax — But he [the purchaser] must

his land to the sikrikon. Thus, the sikrikon definitely assumes
legal ownership of the land.®® Under such circumstances, the
law of the sikrikon is not applicable.’” M N3
But when the last edict was in effect (i.e. after the war), and
Jews were afforded proper protection, they [Jewish land-
owners whose lives were threatened by a sikrikon] would say:
Sipwh 317 — Let him take my land today, m% Xayan amb
X312 — and I will claim it from him in court tomorrow. The
owner does not necessarily cede his land permanently to the
sikrikon "9 Under such circumstances, the law of the sikrikon is
applicable.

Having mentioned the war waged by the Romans on Judah, the
Gemara deals with this topic at length:
1 227 X — R’ Yochanan said: 22027 'xn — What is an
illustration of that which is written: Tmn DR DX MYX,,
1y12 5191925 nwpm — Fortunate is the man that always fears
[the consequences of his actions]; and he that hardens his heart
will come to harm?™" This verse is illustrated by the following
three episodes in which tragedy struck because people failed to
consider the consequences of their actions:*
9w 219 K¥nR 721 R¥nER — As a result of the incident
involving Kamtza and Bar Kamtza,*¥ Jerusalem was de-
stroyed. X291 710 2171 XNY111N1 X71INK — As a result of
the incident involving a rooster and a hen, Har HaMelech**
was destroyed. N3 21717 pEOT KPWR — As a result of the
incident involving the side of a carriage, Bethar®’ was de-
stroyed.

The Gemara recounts the incident involving Kamtza and Bar
Kamtza:
oW 219 XynR 921 R¥nEX — As a result of the incident
involving Kamtza and Bar Kamtza, Jerusalem was destroyed.“¢
X723 R¥TTT — A certain man, 12 m3237 by Rynp mpna7
Xynp — who had a friend named Kamtza and an enemy named
Bar Kamtza, XnTwo 72y — made a banquet. ™5 "nx
mynw — He told his attendant, xynp 5 nmx 51 — “Go and
bring Kamtza to join me at the banquet.” =22 mY »nnx "R

NOTES

34. He is not required to return it to the original owner even when the
latter attains the means to pay compensation (see note 32; see also 58b
note 14).

35. [Our elucidation of the Mishnah reflects Rav Yehudah’s explana-
tion.]

36. Literally: the middle one.

37. [Four zuz was not a large sum of money. Hence, although this edict
banned the murder of Jews, the law was commonly flouted.]

According to Tosefos Rid, the second edict was that whoever kills a
Jew is rewarded with four zuz.

38. The Gemara, Bava Basra 47D, states that if one agrees to make a sale
in order to avoid an intolerable circumstance, the sale is valid (Rashi).
Since the sale is the only means the owner has to avoid serious harm, we
assume that his consent to the sale is sincere. The owner might not want
to convey his property, but he willingly does so in order to avoid harm.
[Generally, this rule applies only where the owner receives payment. In
our case, however, where the owner has absolutely no recourse to claim
back his property, he sincerely agrees to the transfer, even without any
monetary compensation (see Rashba).]
39. Since the sikrikon is the absolute owner of the property, one who
wishes to buy it from him would not have to deal with the original owner
at all.

The first and second edicts were in effect only in Judah (see Tosafos

m1ma 171 and note 19). This is why the Mishnah stated above that the
law of the sikrikon did not apply in Judah during the war.

40. The owner feels that eventually he will be able to appeal to the
authorities and retrieve his property from the sikrikon. Therefore,
although he goes through the motions of giving the property to the
sikrikon, he does not mean to cede it to him permanently . Accordingly,
the transfer is void.

[Had the owner been paid for the land, the sale would have been valid
(see note 38). In this case, however, the land was seized without payment
(Rashba).]

41. Proverbs 28:14.

42. In each of these episodes, people acted recklessly, complacently
assuming that their current state of relative peace and prosperity would
continue. They failed to consider that [since they had sinned] their
fortunes might change for the worse (Tosafos; see Maharal).

43. The names of two Jews (Rashi; cf. Maharsha).

44. A heavily populated province in Judah.

45. Bethar was a large city with an immense population. Fifty two
years after the destruction of the second Temple, the Romans captured
Bethar and massacred all its inhabitants. This was considered a
calamity as great as the destruction of the Temple (Rambam, Hil.
Taaniyos 5:3).

46. The following narrative illustrates that the Temple was destroyed as
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55b° HANIZAKIN
xynp — [The attendant] went and mistakenly brought him Bar
Kamtza. 2'nymiy7mnmows xnx — When [the host] arrived at
the banquet and found [Bar Kamtza] sitting there, ™Y “nx —
he said to [Bar Kamtza], N7 %227 Sya %721 Nv13 *1a0
X171 X722 — “Look here, that man [you] is the enemy of that
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man [me]. X277 nw3Rn — What do you want here? pinoyp
— Get up and get out!” mb 2nx — [Bar Kamtza] said to
him, 1w Xnx1 Swxin — “Since I have come, let me
stay, Npnw) R191K7 M M7 7% K12 — and I will give you
the value of whatever I eat and drink.”

NOTES

a result of ma nxaw, baseless hatred. The Gemara, Yoma 9b, states: “In
[the era of] the second Temple, the people studied Torah and performed

mitzvos, [so] why was the second Temple destroyed? Because there was
baseless hatred among the people” (Maharsha).



HANIZAKIN

m5 qnx — [The host] said to [Bar Kamtza], x5 — “No, I will
not let you stay!” mb5 nx — [Bar Kamtza] said to him,
TNTIYET K350 M7 7% k2w — “I will give you the value of half
your banquet.” % 7nx — Again [the host] said to him, x5
— “No!” mb=nx — [Bar Kamtza] said to [the host], xyamm
PNTIYD A913 M1 99— “I will give you the value of your entire
banquet.” 5 nx — [The host] said to [Bar Kamtza], x5
— “No!” mpox) N1 area mops — He grabbed hold of
[Bar Kamtza] with his hand stood him up and ejected him
from the banquet. =nx — [Bar Kamtza] said to himself:
2 ma X591 1321 20 nm Saxin — Since the Rabbis were seated
at the banquet and did not rebuke him for the way he treated
me, 119 XM KR MM yRw — it is evident that [what he did]
was acceptable to them.”  x35% 3 xy71p 113 Sizx Sy — 1
will go and spread slander? against [the Rabbis] in the royal
palace. o5 mH "px S1x — He went and told Caesar,?
XTI 72 11710 — “The Jews have rebelled against you!” 1nx
mY — [Caesar] said to him, =" m — “Who says so?” nx
mb — [Bar Kamtza] said to [Caesar], xy7p wmY 1w —
“Send them an animal as a sacrifice % 1271 ™% N — and
see whether they offer it in their Temple!”¥ 1 17w H1x
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caused a cataract in the eye.®  xym M7 177197 Xn11 — Either
way, he ensured that the blemish was in a place where it is con-
sidered a blemish for us, i.e. for offering in the Temple, 7
X1 X1 185 — but is not considered a blemish for them, i.e. for
offering outside the Temple.[” Although the animal was unfit to
be offered in the Temple, m2i1R% 1327 1m0 — the Rabbis
considered offering it n1%n %W own — for the sake of
peaceful relations with the Roman government.® 1% 7nx
©91pax 13 M1 127 — R’ Zechariah ben Avkulas said to them,
mam 1235 12y 1em Bya s — “But [people] will then say
that blemished [animals] may be offered on the Altar!”
mbupmy "o — [The Rabbis] considered killing [Bar

Kamtza] xm‘n 5mb 857 — so that he would not be able to go
and tell Caesar that the offerlng had been refused.” 'H‘? MmN
m31 127 — R’ Zechariah said to them, w12 am Hwn 1nxe

AT — “But [people] will then say that one who blemishes
consecrated [animals] is put to death!”’"”

R’ Yochanan interrupts his narrative with the following obser-
vation:
jami* 127 R — R’ Yochanan said: 12 901 121 Sw innnmy
opax — The tolerance displayed by R’ Zechariah ben

xn%n xHay — [Caesar] went and sent a fine™ calf with [Bar Avkulas in refusing to have Bar Kamtza put to death™  mamma
Kamtzal. nxp7v102 — As he was going to Jerusalem, XTW 1n1 nx — destroyed our Temple, 11531 nx 19721 — burned
D npty 23 Xpm ma — [Bar Kamtza] caused a blemish in [the down our Sanctuary™ hnx+qxn um‘::m — and exiled us from
calf’s] upper lip, pyaw ppr1a 7Y% "MK — or, as some say, he  our land.™

NOTES

1. In fact, the Rabbis were not in a position to protest [possibly due to
the host’s great power]| (see Maharsha).

2. Pyp N9IK, eating kurtzin, is an idiomatic expression for spreading
slander. When a slanderer went to someone’s house to tell him some
gossip, they would eat a snack — known as pyp, kurtzin — to
symbolically confirm the talebearer’s words. Kurtzin is from the root
yp, wink — for talebearers wink as a means of imparting their message
to its intended recipient without letting anyone else understand it
(Rashi to Leviticus 19:16).

3. [The term -w'p, Caesar, is sometimes used not for the Roman
emperor, but for those who acted as his representatives in the far-flung
empire. It is not clear whether the reference here is to the emperor
himself (Nero) or to the Roman proconsul in Syria.]

At that time, the Jews had succeeded in driving Florus, the local
Roman procurator (an extraordinarily cruel tyrant), from Jerusalem.
Agrippa II (the grandson of Herod and ruler of Eretz Yisrael), who had
allied himself with Florus, attempted to persuade Cestius Gallus, the
Roman proconsul in Damascus, that the Jewish resistance was directed
not against Florus but against Rome. It was in this context that Bar
Kamtza approached the Roman authorities with his scheme to slander
the Jews, and why his slander found such a receptive audience in Rome
(see Doros HaRishonim vol. 3 pp. 1-40).

4. A gentile may voluntarily bring offerings to be sacrificed on the Altar
in the Temple, the same as a Jew (Rashi).

5. Tosafos; cf. Rashi to Eruvin 63a X%y 1.

6. Rashi. A cataract is a disqualifying blemish (see Rashi to Leviticus
21:20, Mishnah, Bechoros 38a).

A correspondent inquired of Rashba (Teshuvos 1:326, cited by
Maharatz Chayes and Yad David): How is it possible to introduce a
cataract in an animal’s eye? Rashba answers that Bar Kamtza knew
how to strike the eye in such a manner as to cause a cataract to develop.
He also characterizes as acceptable the correspondent’s own suggestion
that Bar Kamtza substituted an animal that had a cataract for the
animal sent by Caesar.

Rashi (Bechoros 16a x2'5x1 i71), in an alternative interpretation of
the term yaw 1p17, translates it as eyelids, but Rashi here follows the
view that it means a cataract.

7. Unlike a Jew who may offer sacrifices only in the Temple, a
gentile may do so either in the Temple or elsewhere. However, there
is a difference between an offering brought by a gentile in the
Temple and one brought elsewhere; a Temple offering is disqualified

if it is merely blemished, whereas an outside offering is not dis-
qualified unless it is missing a limb (see Rashi here and to Avodah
Zarah 51a x1n 7). Thus, the Rabbis could not refuse the animal on
the basis of its blemish, for in Caesar’s eyes the animal was
unblemished.

8. The Gemara seems to imply that it is permissible to violate even
Biblical prohibitions for the sake of maintaining good relations with the
government (Magen Avraham 656:8; cf. Yad David). [The reason for
this is that a negative attitude on the part of a totalitarian government
toward the Jewish people could very easily lead to bloodshed, a truth
that history has sadly borne out many times. All prohibitions (with the
exceptions of idolatry, murder and immoral acts such as adultery and
incest) are permitted for the sake of saving a life.]

9. Anyone who is known to be inciting the government against his
fellow Jews may be put to death (Meiri). [The Gemara, Sanhedrin 73a,
states that if one sees someone about to commit a murder, one should
kill the potential murderer to prevent him from carrying out his
designs. Inciting a totalitarian government against one’s people is
tantamount to attempted murder.]

10. It is Biblically prohibited to blemish an animal designated as an
offering (Bechoros 33b). [This prohibition carries the penalty of lashes;
it is not a capital offense.] People might [mistakenly] assume that Bar
Kamtza was executed for violating this prohibition (Rashi).

11. Rashi . Alternatively: R’ Zechariah, because of his humility, did not
feel himself qualified to make the determination that Bar Kamtza posed
a mortal danger to the Jewish nation. [This explains the use here of the
word immapmy, which usually means ‘“his humility”’] (Geresh Ye-
rachim).

12. The word 5311, Sanctuary, usually refers to the chamber in the
Temple that housed the Menorah, the Shulchan and the Golden Altar.
Sometimes it is used to denote the Temple in its entirety (see Tosefos
Yom Tov to Midos 4:6).

13. In fact, the destruction of the Temple had already been Divinely
decreed. This incident was effective only in causing the destruction to
take place at that particular time (Maharam Schif).

Alternatively: Only the exile had already been decreed (as punish-
ment for the unwarranted hatred that festered among the people — see
55b note 46). As far as the Temple was concerned, Caesar would have
spared it had his sacrifice been offered in it. Now that his sacrifice was
refused, he decided to destroy the Temple, arguing that it served him no
purpose (Maharsha).
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HANIZAKIN

The narrative is resumed:

"o 1Y by 1w — He sent against them (to) Nero
Caesar."™ Nero set out to attack Jerusalem. nxp 23 — As hel™
approached Jerusalem, D5w1n1 501 RnK MY XA RTY —
he shot an arrow towards the east, and it fell in Jerusalem.
o'5wra b1 xnx 39ynb — He shot one towards the west, and it
fell in Jerusalem. D'9w17a 5p1 Xnx DMWR nimA yaxy — He
shot an arrow towards each of the four directions of the compass
and [each one] fell in Jerusalem.'  xpnb mb apx — Then he
asked a young boy, 7'p102'% pion — “Tell me your verse” [i.e.
the verse you are currently studying].!” b 2nx — [The boy]
recited to him, 115877 My 13 DR MR AR NN —
“Iwill take My revenge against Edom through the agency of My
people Israel ete.,”" i.e. God will ultimately punish Edom" (for
its treatment of the Jewish nation) through the agency of His
people. 7nx — He said to himself: 2105 'ya X1 92 xwmp
mna — The Holy One, Blessed is He, wants to destroy His
House N~723 X2 mmr1ab 'y — and he wants to wipe His
hands clean on that man [myself].?  qmpx151%1p1y — Heran
away and converted to Judaism,?’ 91xn 137 7m pon — and
R’ Meir was descended from him.

CHAPTER FIVE
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pasian Caesar,”’ against [the Jews]. 2w nonn%y 7y xnx —
[Vespasian] came and besieged [Jerusalem] for three years.
»ny xnbn vma a2 1 — There were three wealthy men in
[Jerusalem]: 111 12 71771 — Nakdimon ben Gurion,
v X252 121 — Ben Kalba Savua  npaa nay'y 121 — and Ben
Tzitzis Hakeses.
The Gemara explains these names:

117913 12 11117R1 — Nakdimon ben Gurion was so called 11w
im1aya man 5 — because it once happened that the sun
miraculously pierced (nakdah) the clouds on his behalf.?*
ynw K293 12 — Ben Kalba Savua was so called o331 Yaw
in1ab — because anyone who entered his house 2ay1 xmWa
2533 — as hungry as a dog (kalba )  ya xutws xyv — left
satisfied (savua). npax nwyw 13 — Ben Tzitzis Hakeses
was so called ninpa 13 Sy N9 inyy annw — because
wherever he walked, his tzitzis trailed behind him on
cushions (keses); he walked only on cushions fashioned from
fine fabric. X7 X21X — Some say that he was given this name
™min 53 P2 nbvwn inoa nnwmw — because his seat cushion
(keses) was placed among those of the nobles of Rome

NOTES

14. [This sentence is very obscure. It could be translated ‘“he sent
against them Nero Caesar,” or ‘‘he sent against them to Nero Caesar.”
The first translation is problematic, because it is difficult to imagine
who the subject of the sentence (‘“he’”) might be who “sent” the
emperor Nero. For this reason, the second translation seems more
plausible. The meaning would then be that following Bar Kamtza’s ploy
with the animal, and the rejection of the sacrifice by the Temple
authorities, he — Bar Kamtza — sent a report of the rejection to Nero
in Rome. This report convinced Nero that a rebellion was afoot and he
set out toward Jerusalem.

There are various other explanations of this phrase. Seder HaDoros
(3829) explains it as follows: Nero Caesar sent [a general] against them.
Yuchasin (s.v. 71°kn M) has a variant text of the Gemara, which reads:
1KY W MY by 1w, He [Caesar] sent Nero his general against
them . Ein Yaakov has the reading 10 1171 %1%y 770, Nero Caesar sent
[an army] against them (see also Tzemach David part 2, year 3830;
Maharsha; Maharam Schif).]

15. From Maharsha it is apparent that this pronoun signifies Nero
Caesar. According to the views cited in the second paragraph of the
previous note, the reference is to a Roman general.

16. [Nero made use of these divinations to see whether his campaign
would be successful.]

What message was conveyed by the arrow that was shot in the
direction of Jerusalem?

Nero was not close enough to the city for the arrow to reach it
naturally. The arrow was amazingly carried by the wind all the way to
Jerusalem (Maharsha).

An alternative approach: Nero was afraid that although the Jews had
sinned, God, out of His love for His people, might interfere with the
natural course of events to save them. Nero therefore shot an arrow
towards Jerusalem to see whether it would keep its course. The fact
that this arrow reached its target and was not diverted by some miracle
signified to Nero that God was not going to intervene on the Jews’
behalf. Then he shot arrows in the other directions. When they
miraculously fell in Jerusalem, Nero divined that, on the contrary, it
was God’s will that Jerusalem be destroyed (Anaf Yosef).

17. Having ascertained that the destruction of Jerusalem had been
decreed by God, Nero now wished to know whether he would be
rewarded for fulfilling God’s will in this matter. To this end, he asked a
child to recite the verse he was studying (Anaf Yosef: see 68a note 4).

18. Ezekiel 25:14.
19. Rome is regarded as heir to the Biblical nation of Edom (see Rashi
to Genesis 36:43 Sx1an 1177).

20. Anaf Yosef asks: Since God had decreed that Jerusalem be destroyed
(see note 16), why would Nero be punished for, in effect, fulfilling God’s
will?

A similar question was raised by the Rishonim regarding the

enslavement of the Jewish people in Egypt: Considering that this
slavery had been Divinely ordained — as God said to Abraham (Genesis
15:13), nnix 1ay1 12y, They will enslave them and oppress them — why
were Pharaoh and the Egyptians punished?

The following is a synopsis of some of the approaches to this prob-
lem:

Rambam (Hil. Teshuvah 6:5) explains that God’s decree did not apply
to any particular individual. Each Egyptian could have chosen not to
abuse the Jews. Thus, each one who did harm a Jew was deserving of
punishment.

Ramban (Genesis 15:13), though not disputing the premise that an
individual can choose to avoid carrying out a preordained Divine decree,
disagrees with the general approach of Rambam. For, he argues, if God
issues a decree (through a prophet), it is surely meritorious to obey the
decree, and an individual who ignores it transgresses God’s will.
Rather, Pharaoh and the Egyptians were punished because they
oppressed the Jews to a greater extent than mandated by the decree.
Alternatively, one who fulfills such a decree for ulterior motives, rather
than for the sake of Heaven, is deserving of punishment. [Thus, since
Nero’s reasons for destroying Jerusalem had nothing to do with God’s
will, he would have been punished for destroying it.]

Raavad (Hil. Teshuvah ibid.) seems to be of the opinion that once a
decree has been passed, the individual who was chosen to carry it out is
unable to refrain from doing so. However, God arranges that a decree of
a harmful nature is performed only by one who is anyway deserving of
punishment. (As an alternative, Raavad mentions an approach similar
to that of Ramban .)

21. [According to some opinions, the Gemara refers to Nero Caesar (see
note 14). Although secular history records Nero Caesar as having died
in office in the year 68 C.E. (two years before the destruction of the
Temple), it is possible that in fact he disappeared and it was merely
assumed that he had died. (Maharsha to Taanis 23a gives a similar
explanation for certain historical accounts of the death of Choni
HaMe’agel; see Schottenstein Edition ibid. note 32).]

22. [From Doros HaRishonim it seems that the reference is to Nero
Caesar. If this is so, it is clear that Nero did not run away and convert
to Judaism until after he dispatched Vespasian.]

23. At that time, Vespasian was not yet the emperor. He is identified
here as Vespasian Caesar because ultimately he did reach this position,
as the Gemara will record on 56b (Doros HaRishonim vol. 3 p.3).

24. The sun was made to shine in the sky after the time for it to set had
passed, so that Nakdimon’s repayment of a loan (that he had incurred
on behalf of the people) would not be considered late. The full incident
is recounted in Taanis 19b-20a.

25. The dog has less food available to him than any other animal
(Shabbos 155b).
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HANIZAKIN
whenever he went there for an audience with the emperor.

The narrative is continued:

115 X 1 — One of these three rich men said to [the Rabbis],
Myt e b R Xk — “I will sustain [the people] with
wheat and barley.” 1':'7 qnX 1M — And another one said to
[the Rabbis], xnwmn xn‘:m:n X2 — “I will supply them
with wine, salt and oil.” 1'1‘7 qnax 1M — And another one said
to [the Rabbis], w12 — “I will supply them with wood.”
12715 1321 1maw — The Rabbis gave special praise to the one
who promised wood. His pledge was the most generous, inasmuch
as wood is required in greater quantity than other staples, as
borne out by the following:  mynw5 1R M *1opx 53 XNTOM AT

— Rav Chisda entrusted all his keys to his attendant, =92
11y — except for [the key] to his storehouse of wood. 1mx7
N0 271 — For Rav Chisda said: 253 1nvw w3 w7 x2bax
127¥7 — To bake a storehouse full of wheat into bread requires
sixty storehouses of wood.
Rnw 1M oMy 11 % ma — [These three men] had enough
supplies to sustain the residents of Jerusalem for twenty-one
years. w3 i w3 na — However, there were these
baryonei®” among [the people]. 1327 1% 17nx — The Rabbis
had said to [the baryonei], w1172 XYW T2y p191 — “Let
us go out and make peace with [the Romans].” »rpaw x5 —
[The baryonei] would not let them do so. 119 1% — They
said to [the Rabbis], 172 X27p T2yn pivn — “Let us go
out and wage war against [the Romans].” 1127 1% 1K —
The Rabbis said to them, xn%m xy»non x5 — “It will not be
successful.” 1y w7 MaNK m-r% 1% mp — [The
baryonei] arose and burned down those storehouses of wheat,
barley and wood, xio3 mm — and there was a famine in the
city. 28

The Gemara relates one of the tragic effects of the famine:

XN7 D5WITT XN AY 0iRMa N3 Xnn — Martha the daughter
of Boethus was the wealthiest woman in Jerusalem. nn97Y
mb Ry ambwh — She sent out her agent, saying to him,
NXTmo 5 R 5 — “Go and bring me some bread made of fine
flour.” 72718 51878 — By the time he went, [the bread made
of fine flour] had been sold. 7% 7nx xnx — He went back to
Martha and told her, x2:x xp71R 821 811D — “There is no
more bread made of fine flour, but there is white bread.”
m5 R — She said to him, %K 51 — “Go and bring me
some white bread.”  1271x 511X — By the time he went, [the
white bread] had been sold. 7% K1 xnx — He went back to
Martha and told her, X2'X Xqpwn x:n‘: xnarn — “There is
no more white bread, but there is coarse bread.” mbmmx —
She said to him: 5 1K 51 — “Go and bring me some coarse
bread.” 727X SmixIx — By the time he went, [the coarse
bread] had been sold. % "nx) xnx — He went back to
Martha and told her, x:x »MyiT Xmayp XY XPww —
“There is no more coarse bread, but there is barley flour.”
m5 R — She said to him: 5 1nx 51 — “Go and bring me
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127K Y1878 — By the time he went, [the
barley flour] had been sold. n7nRX NINDn Xobw Mo —
Although she was not wearing her shoes, she said: X p1ox
52mb ™ xamown x — “I will go out and see whether I can
find anything to eat.” nm Xy122 xp1o AY 21k — Some
animal dung stuck to her foot, she became nauseated and died.
IN3T 12 1P 127 A%y p — Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai
recited the following verse about her: Wy mym 73 277,
1931 02 nnoa-xY — The delicate and pampered [woman]
amongst you, who never ventured to set the sole of her foot upon
the ground.®

An alternative version of the cause of Martha’s death:
MNRT XK — Some say: 93X pITY 1377 Nty — She ate
the dried figs of R’ Tzadok, nnm Xpumx) — became
nauseated and died.

The reference to R’ Tzadok is explained:
NNnuyna (v Pvaax 2 pity 1277 — For R’ Tzadok fasted for
forty years oihwrn :1n5‘7 x'ﬁ — so that Jerusalem should
not be destroyed."™” v1m by mia 2 — He was so thin that
when he ate anything, X22xn "mnm Mg — it could be seen
from the outside going down his throat. X2 mi 1231 — When
he nourished himself after concluding his fasts, since he was not
able to consume solids, ni73173 MY »nry — they brought him
dried figs; 1-1'7 My M vy — he would suck out their
moisture and then discard them.

The Gemara concludes the story of Martha the daughter of
Boethus:
AwDa XM Xp M " — As [Martha] was dying,
Xpoo) X211 — she took out all her gold and silver
Xpwa — and threw it into the marketplate. 10X
said: "% 'yam xnb xa — What do I need this for? u»m
237 — This is a fulfillment of that which is written: ngp3,,
;b nivina — They will throw their silver into the
streets. '™

The Gemara returns to the central narrative:
T INDT 13 1T 1227 FNOK 12 DZWINIT 112 B KD KX —
Abba Sikra, the head of the baryonei in Jerusalem, was the
son of Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai’s sister.®? mb nbw —
[Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai] sent the following message to
him, x235 Xyrya xn — “Come to me in secret.” Nnx —
[Abba Sikra] came. ™5 7px — [Rabban Yochanan ben
Zakkai] said to him, 37112y N1y — “How long are you
going to act in this way X3922 Npbyh mb 1mbopy — and kill
everyone through starvation?”® mb qnx — [Abba Sikra]
said to him, 7wy 'xn — “What can I do? w15 ximx ™X7
"5 15vp »1m — If I say anything to [the baryonei] that is cont-
rary to their agenda, they will kill me!” ™Y 1nx — [Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai] said to him, pwx7 v-m‘: Rnipn o nn
— “Find a way for me to get out of the city, nb¥n WTT WOR
Xn7p — perhaps there will be a small measure of salvation.”
mb "R — [Abba Sikra] said to him, '¥pa qwo vip) —
“Make yourself out to be sick,” 72 19mw51 xpby o1 by —

some barley flour.”

93% mnpex
mny
— She

NOTES

26. According to this explanation, ‘“Ben Tzitzis” was his real
name. ‘“‘Hakeses”” was added in recognition of his prestigious position
(Rashi).

27. 1113, baryonei (from the root 113, empty ), were empty men, with a
propensity to violence; i.e. ruffians (Rashi). [The reference is to the ar-
dently nationalist group whom secular history knows as the Zealots. As
the Gemara relates presently, they advocated the overthrow of Roman
rule through war, and violently resisted any attempts at reconciliation. ]
28. The intent of the baryonei was to give the populace no choice but to
go out and fight the Romans.

29. Deuteronomy 28:56. The verse appears in the context of the prophecy

that foretells the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple.

30. He responded to omens of the destruction that were visible forty
years before it actually occurred (Maharsha; see Yoma 39b).

31. Ezekiel 7:19. The verse refers to the impending Destruction of
Jerusalem.

32. Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai was the leading Rabbinic authority in
Jerusalem at that time.

33. The baryonei did not allow anyone to leave the besieged city.
34. Put out word that you are sick (Rashi).
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HANIZAKIN

and let everyone come and ask about you.*® r1m nnxy
732 X1 Ko — Then take something that smells bad,
such as the carcass of an animal, and lay it down next to you in
your bed qws1 M1 1% — so that people will say that
you have died and your body is beginning to smell. 15my
7150 92 — Then let your students enter and take hold of
your bed and carry it out; x3MnX WK 72 Swb X5 — and
do not let anyone else enter and carry your bed, w15 X917
nx 95p7 72 - so that they will not detect that you are
unexpectedly light. xnwn 5% xnmT 2y wexT — For [the
baryonei] know that a living person feels lighter than a
corpse.”(#!

37 T3y — [Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai] did as he was
advised. NN YR YWIT 127 0N ¥R MYHR @R 0 - R
Eliezer entered and took hold of his bed on one side and R’
Yehoshua on the other side. They carried the bed to the gate of
the city.??  mmpY wa xnnwb 1wn 1 — When they reached
the gate, [the baryonei] who were guarding the gate wanted to
stab [Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai] with spears to make sure

CHAPTER FIVE

GITTIN 56a*
he was really dead. 115 "nx — [Abba Sikra] said to [them],
177 127 1nxr — “Shall [the Romans] say that [the Jews]
stabbed their Rabbi?” mpmYwva — [The baryonei ] wanted
to shove [Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai] to see whether he
would cry out. 119 1y — [Abba Sikra] said to them, 1nx°
177 127 — “Shall they say that [the Jews] shoved their
Rabbi?” poix3a3m5inno — [The baryonei ] finally opened the
gate for him, and he was carried out.”® 1n7a% xvR 2 — When
[Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai] reached [the Roman camp],
x3%m 7%y xpYw X3 75y xnbw mx — he said to Vespasian,
“Peace be upon you, O king! Peace be upon you, O king!”
mb "nx — [Vespasian] said to him, x5vp *™n nanmm — “You
are liable to death on two accounts. N1 — First, xa%n1857
R3515 nmp xp1 RIX — for [ am not a king and you are mocking
me by calling me aking.” 1n) — Furthermore, xix x29n%
—ifTamaking, 'x235nnx x50 RITNTTY — why did you
not come to me until today?” b 2nx — [Rabban Yochanan
ben Zakkai] said to him, xix X291 %5 nanxpT — “To that
which you say, ‘I am not a king,’

NOTES

35. As if you were dying (Rashi).

36. [A living being automatically tends to balance its weight, making it
easier to carry. A corpse (or inanimate object) of the same weight is
harder to carry; hence the expression “dead weight.”’]

37. It is forbidden to bury a human corpse inside Jerusalem (Rambam,

Hil. Beis HaBechirah 7:14, from Tosefta Bava Basra 1:7 and Sifri 26:25).
This custom was observed even during the siege of Jerusalem (see Rashi
to Leviticus 26:25 nn5w i7; see also Kli Chemdah there).

38. Literally: he went out.
39. Rashi; cf. Maharsha, Maharam Schif.
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